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indeed every way you can turn the country here is fine and alw /s something new; the party was ourselves, Miss Reid, and Profes >r Thomson. I never saw a more agreeable family. The Dr i: a gentleman retired upon a small fortune; he and his wife dev ,e their time almost entirely to the education of their family. £ e has been a beautiful woman and is said to be very accomplish 1, and the children from the little we saw of them seem to rej y the pains taken in their education. It is just such a place s one would wish for, in the cottage style, white-washed a: 1 thatched roof, but containing a good house within; not fb >, but neat and comfortable, upon the side of a hill well shelter I with trees; commanding to the front an extensive view of t 3 surrounding country, to the back the Loch with its cultivat 1 shores, and the Cave Hill which is a rugged mountain that fori 5 the termination to a range of hills on the other side of Belfai . Belfast was hid in the valley between, but its smoke showed whe ; it stood. A very fine day and the season of the year gave > these beauties their full charm; agreeable company and goc . spirits made us enjoy them. But they are far above descriptioi ; so I leave you to fancy the Loch smooth as a lake, vessels sailir. • in different directions, mountains sloping into green hills ar. fertile plains, etc.
Everything about the grounds showed the 'touch of tastt We walked about them all the afternoon and came home b moonlight, all agreeing we had spent a most agreeable da; I had the honour of the Mathematician as my walking companioi His first appearance is about as awkward as can be; he looks a if he were thinking of a problem and so modest he can scarce! speak, but when tete-a-tete he improves amazingly in the wa of speaking. On our forenoon walk we had a most edifying am feeling discussion on sea-sickness and the best mode of preventing it. But in the evening we were much more sublime. I supposi the moon rising in great beauty, and Jupiter shining with un common lustre, called forth the Professor's energies, and I got < very instructive and amusing lecture upon astronomy."
In the following year Margaret Gardner married the " Mathematician," and she became the mother of a family of sever, children*, of whom James, the subject of this sketch, was the third child and eldest son, and William, afterwards Lord Kelvin, the next in age.
* Elizabeth, Mrs David King, born 1818, died 1896. Anna, Mrs William Bottomley         1820,          1857.
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